A shelter ﬁ'om the storm

BY MARIE KROLIKOWSKI
The Lake Sun

Gravals Mills residents James and
Kate Radiord have been lostering
children for over four years. [i's
through their experiences they real-
ized the unlgue, unanswernsd necds
of both foster children and their fos-
ver families.

*During our journey we've identi-
fied a significant need in our foster
commumnity = the need for respite
care,” James explained, This is the
purpose of Kids Cove Respite Home,
on track to open its doors in the
summer of 2024,

Radford explained Kids Cove is a
sanciuary designed 1o offer respite

care for foster families in the Lake
of the Ozarks area, “Our mission is
clear,” he added. "We want 1o pro-
vide up to five weeks of respite care
per child annually free of charge.
We believe that by supporting foster
families with this vital service we
can help create stronger and miorne
resilient homes for these children.”
Baslcally, Kids Cove Respite
Home will offer foster families a lfe-
line, allowing them o take a break
when they need it most. “This ini-
tiative s designed to not only ease
the burdens faced by foster families,
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but also 1o ensure that foster
children have acoess Lo sta-
ble and supportive homes,”
Radford said, The State of
Missouri, he said, only offers
12 days of respite care per
child, The vision for Kids
Cove is to offer everything
from a single night of care to
entire weeks,

Married for 21 vears, the
{ couple lived in Sacramento,
Calil.; until 2018, They have
three biological children,
{ a nine-year-old daughter
and two sons aged 18 and
21, They also have an 18
-vear -old adopted daughter.
James is a full-time dad and
Kate Is a caseworker with

Easter Seals, working with
families who have children
with autism.

They are licensed for foster
care in the State of Missouri
as well as being licensed for
Emergency Placement and
Medical. This licensure is for
tradidonal and level A chil-
dren, and thelr next step is to
become licensed for children
with additional needs.

Theilr 3,000 square-foot
home and retreat is nestled
on three-guarters acre of
land and has lake access.
They're currenily at siage
o, but their vision is
1o turn it into a pirate is-
land-themed facility that
would include a pirate ship,
playground, a natural swim
pend, a room for video

games and workshop and
moare. Children who stay
would enjoy a variety of ac-
tivities, including swimming,
boating, fishing and tubing.
Day trips are also part of the
plan. The home will feature
large bedrooms that can host
up to four children in each.
With additional hired help,
their goal is to house up to 16
children at a time.

"There's no permanency
for a lot of these kids,” Rad-
ford explained. “If this can
serve as one constant for
them then we've served our
purpose. We want to be a
part of their family and their
story, Something they look
forward 1o."

*Everybody talks about
what religion is,” he said,

“In the Book of James it talks
about caring for infants and
children. These kids have
#ero control over their situ-
ation, the majority with par-
ents who aren’t responsible.
The personal reward comes
at the end of the day know-
ing we've made a difference
in these kids" lives, We focus
on our mission in life, which
is these kids.”

Currently, the Radfords are
actively reaching out 1o the
community for support and
partnership. For additional
information about their ini-
tiative and ways 1o become
involved, visit hitps:/ fwaww.
facebook.com/kidscovere-
spitchouse.
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